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If you are renting your home and
have a mailing address other than
Montpelier, please let us know.
We want all members to receive
their MCA correspondence and
MONTPELIER TODAY in a timely
manner.
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January 2006
Dear Neighbors,

On behalf of the MCA Board of Trustees, | wish you
a Happy New Year!

Can you believe it is already 2006? What happened
to the year 2005? | wish | could confirm that each
passing year brings new wisdom and insight, but
often it seems like time accelerates with age and it
becomes more difficult to keep pace with the rapidly
expanding knowledge base. Although, the year
2005 seemed to fly by, it was filled with the full range
of good and bad, exciting moments and times of
sadness and disappointment. We sadly said good-
bye to some dear friends while at the same time wel-
comed new neighbors to our Community. This is a
time for remembrance of the many blessings we re-
ceived this past year and a time to renew our com-
mitment to live each day of our life with a focus that
we impact for good those that we come in contact
with at work and in our neighborhood. It is worth
repeating the words that appear below a picture in
my office. “This is the beginning of a new day. You
have been given this day to use as you will. You
can waste it or you can use it for good. What you do
today is important because you are exchanging a
day of your life for it. When tomorrow comes, this
day will be gone forever: and something else will
have replaced what you have left behind. Let what
you have left behind be something good and some-
thing you can acknowledge with pride.”

A special thanks and appreciation goes out to the
many families that added lights and decorations to
their houses for the holidays. You definitely contrib-
ute to the festive atmosphere of celebration for the
season and you help bring joy to those that are not
able to decorate their own houses. The judging of
the Holiday Lighting Contest was done on Monday

evening December 19 and the winners are listed on
page 13. A lot of time and energy went into these
decorations and they were all excellent presenta-
tions. Thank you.

One of the exciting trips that my wife Jan and | took
this past year was to Niagara Falls with time spent
on both the American and Canadian sides. The
beauty and power of the falls was awesome. If you
have never visited Niagara Falls, it is a trip worth
taking. We went the first week of November and the
tree foliage in New York was in exquisite color and
being off-season, their were no tourist crowds.

As a reminder to all, we have an outstanding bit of
history in our own backyard, the Montpelier Man-
sion. The Friends of Montpelier provided out-
standing authentic period decorations for the Man-
sion special holiday candle light tours followed by a
wonderful buffet dinner. If you missed this exciting
event, contact the Friends of Montpelier and enquire
as to how you can become involved in activities at
the mansion. There is information on the Montpelier
Mansion activities on page 17 of this newsletter.

We still need volunteers on our Committees. | en-
courage each of you to be active in our community,
come out to our Board meetings and get involved in
making Montpelier an even better place to live.

Paul W. McCullagh,
President,
MCA Board of Trustees

Mark your calendar for Tuesday, January 10 and Tuesday, February 14 for the monthly board meetings
at Deerfield Community Center, preschool room.
All meetings begin at 6:45 pm.
MCA Board meetings are held the second Tuesday of every month.
Montpelier homeowners are encouraged to attend.
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Bragging Writes/’

WE ALSO REMEMBER
Sincere condolences to family and friends of
Bonnie Friel, on their loss of a truly wonderful
and beautiful woman.

Condolences also to family and friends of Al &
Lee Synder who lived on Orwood Lane before
moving to Riderwood. Sadly, Al passed away
in late November.

Julia Coldren-Walker would like to create an historical record of Montpelier. She has experience
working on preservation projects in other neighborhoods. If you are interested in this project,
please contact Julia Coldren-Walker ( 301 362-3078 or FamRSearch@aol.com ).

I am conducting a survey of the community to determine how
many of us have working outside lights, especially driveway pole

AN

= = IMPROVED lamps or other lighting that illuminates the street/driveway in front
’ LIGHTING of our homes. Improved lighting alone won't deter all criminal ac-
tivity, but it will certainly make people think twice about approach-

FOR THE ing a home or vehicle when they know they are visible. Consider

NEIGHBORHOOD upgrading to motion-detectors and working pole-lamps that will
provide some year-round security at a nominal cost.

John Bertak, MCA Board
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Montpelier Community Association, Inc.

Board of Trustees M eeting Minutes
October 11, 2005

Trusteesin Attendance: John Bertak, Suzanne Hav-
ersack, Susan Mathis, Paul McCullagh, Jeri Witt and
Lucy Young.

Trustees absent without cause: Miya John.
Trustees absent with cause: David Hartley
Community Members present: Julia Coldren-
Walker, Maribeth Petit, Paul Petit, Kendra Wagner
and Mary Hughes.

Trustee McCullagh called the meeting to order at
6:48 PM. A quorum was present for conducting busi-
ness.

Secretary’s Report, Lucy Young:

The minutes of the August meeting were reviewed.
A motion was made to approve the August minutes
with changes clarified tonight and a final draft pro-
duced later this week. The motion was seconded
and passed unanimously. The September minutes
were reviewed and amended with the correction of a
typographical error. A motion was made to approve
the amended minutes. It was seconded and passed
unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report, David Hartley:

Trustee Witt presented a revised accounting of the
Benevolent Fund Account. After deducting the
$1,000 donation made to the family of slain police
officer, Steven Gaughan, the balance is $2,395.55.
A motion was made to approve these figures as the
official accounting of the Benevolent Fund as of this
date. The motion was seconded and passed unani-
mously.

Trustee McCullagh reported that all business was
concluded for the current board. He thanked the
board members for their work over the past year.
Trustee McCullagh also thanked Trustee Witt for the
work she has done for the community. A motion was
made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:06
PM. The motion passed unanimously. After a short
recess, Trustee McCullagh called the meeting of the
new board of trustees to order at 7:10 PM.

Trustees in Attendance: John Bertak, Julia Col-
dren-Walker, David Hartley, Suzanne Haversack,
Susan Mathis, Paul McCullagh, Paul Petit, Kendra
Wagner and Lucy Young.

Community Members present: Maribeth Petit and
Mary Hughes.

The first order of business was the election of offi-
cers. Trustee Bertak made a motion that Trustee

McCullagh remains the President of the board. The
motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Trustee McCullagh reported that Trustee Hartley
feels over-committed and unable to continue in the
treasurer’s position. Trustee McCullagh made a mo-
tion to elect Trustee Coldren-Walker as treasurer.
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Trustee Hartley will assist in the transfer of Quick-
books to the new treasurer. The board discussed the
use of the new computer that was purchased for the
pool entry system and whether the current treasurer
should use that computer for MCA records. A ques-
tion also arose whether the system used was Quick-
books Online or if some storage and transfer system
should be purchased for the accounting records.
Trustee Hartley will be consulted on these matters. A
motion was made and seconded to elect Trustee
Young as Vice President. The motion passed unani-
mously. Trustee Wagner was elected Secretary by
unanimous vote. The following were elected unani-
mously as committee chairs:

Traffic Committee-Trustee Bertak

Social Committee-Trustee Mathis

Pool Committee-Trustee Haversack

Facilities Committee-Trustee Petit

Web Committee-Trustee Hartley

Executive Committee-Trustee McCullagh,

Trustee Young and Trustee Bertak

Security Committee-Richard Dengler

The chair position for the ACCC was tabled to the
next meeting.

Trustee Paul Petit submitted his resignation as a
Trustee, but agreed to continue as the Facilities
Committee Chair. Trustee McCullagh accepted the
resignation. Trustee Coldren-Walker nominated
Maribeth Petit to fill the unexpired term. Maribeth
Petit was present and agreed to serve if approved by
the Board. The motion was seconded and passed
unanimously.

Trustee McCullagh discussed the meeting dates and
location. He made a motion to continue meeting on
the second Tuesday of each month at 6:45 PM at
Deerfield Community Center. The motion passed
unanimously.

Committee Reports:

POOL COMMITTEE, Suzanne Haversack, Chair

Trustee Haversack solicited two bids for work on the

pool, including resurfacing both pools, replacing cop-

ing tiles and deck tiles, repainting racing lines, replac-
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

ing caulk and expansion joints and whitecoating.
Community Pools originally estimated $79,000, but
reduced their bid to $67,300 if the work was done this
fall. Payment could be made in the spring. American
Pools estimate was approximately $90,000 (including
a slide and lighting). Trustee Mathis asked if other
work needed to be done other than the “high priority”
seven items. Trustee Haversack recommended a
new slide and improved lighting. Trustee Haversack
will contact Community Pools for an estimate on
those additional items. Trustee McCullagh made a
motion to authorize the pool committee to proceed on
this action to a limit of $100,000 with final approval to
be made by Executive Committee action. The mo-
tion was seconded. The pool will not be covered until
all estimates are received and approved work is com-
pleted. The motion was discussed and passed
unanimously.

Trustee Haversack asked that the playground equip-
ment be repaired. Trustee McCullagh reported that
the board had already authorized the repairs and
asked the new Facilities Chairperson, Paul Petit, to
handle this.

TRAFFIC, John Bertak, Chair

Trustee McCullagh reported that many residents
want speed bumps on streets in the community. He
feels that they could be installed on Mt. Pleasant.
Trustee Bertak will write a letter to the Department of
Public Works.

ACCC, Jan McCullagh, Chair

Ms. McCullagh was not present at the meeting, but
provided an ACCC report. The ACCC did not have a
quorum for a meeting, so the ACCC request for
approval of a 4-foot fence at 8704 Graystone was
forwarded to the board. Ms McCullagh reported that
all documents were in order and all neighbors were in
agreement to the fence. A motion was made to
approve the fence and it passed unanimously.

FACILITIES
No report.

SOCIAL, Susan Mathis, Chair

Trustee Mathis announced that the Fall Festival
would be cancelled for lack of interest in the commu-
nity. If there is interest in the spring, they will try
again. The cookbooks will be available November 1,
2005. The holiday events schedule are: December
19 for the Holiday Decorations Contest; December
18 for Holiday Caroling; and a Cookie Swap will be
attached to the Holiday Caroling. Trustee Mathis
asked for recipes from the board for the cookbook.

SECURITY, Richard Dengler, Chair

No report.

WEB COMMITTEE, David Hartley, Chair

The DSL line has been disconnected and the ac-
count cancelled. A bill will be forthcoming. Trustee
Hartley would like to pick up the router still in the pool
office. Trustee Haversack made arrangements with
Trustee Hartley to pick up the computer and router.

Old Business:
Newsletter deadline is October 15, 2005.

New Business:

Trustee Coldren-Walker discussed writing a history of
Montpelier, including pictures. Trustee McCullagh
suggested an ad for the newsletter to request photos
or information. Trustee Coldren-Walker volunteered
to take charge of the project.

New bank signature cards will be needed for Trustee
Young and Trustee Coldren-Walker. Trustee McCul-
lagh will take care of this matter. Assessments for
2006 were discussed. Trustee McCullagh recom-
mended that the annual assessment be increased to
$245. This is less than the 5% allowed by the gov-
erning documents. Trustee McCullagh made a mo-
tion to increase the assessment to $245 for 2006.
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

The advertising rates for the newsletter for 2006 were
discussed. Ms. Hughes noted that the advertising
supports the newsletter and that the rates were in-
creased last year, so she recommended no increase.
The rates will remain the same for 2006.

A house in bankruptcy has not paid any annual as-
sessment for several years. They do pay on the pre-
petition amounts through a trustee, but Ms. Hughes
asked for direction from the board whether further
action is needed. Trustee McCullagh will contact the
attorney. Only three assessments remain unpaid at
this point.

Comments from Attending Members:

The annual meeting went well. The attendance was
higher at this meeting than at year's past. It was
noted that the auditorium at Capitol College is quite
cool and the board should either request that the
temperature be increased or notify residents to wear
sweaters for any future meetings at this location.
Overall response for Capital College Annual Meeting
site was very good.

The next meeting will be held on the second
Tuesday of November, November 8, 2005 at 6:45
at Deerfield Recreation Center, preschool room. The
motion was made and seconded to adjourn at 8:42
P.M. The motion passed unanimously.
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Montpelier Community Association, Inc.

Board of Trustees M eeting Minutes
November 8, 2005

Trustees in Attendance: John Bertak, Suzanne
Haversack, David Hartley, Susan Mathis, Paul
McCullagh, Julia Coldren-Walker, Maribeth Petit,
Kendra Wagner and Lucy Young.

Trustees absent with cause: None

Community Members present: Mary Hughes.

Trustee McCullagh called the meeting to order at
6:50 PM. Roll was taken and a quorum was pre-
sent for conducting business.

Secretary’s Report, Kendra Wagner:

The minutes of the October meeting were re-
viewed. Trustee McCullagh made the motion to
approve the minutes. The motion was seconded
and passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report, Julia Coldren-Walker:

Trustee Coldren-Walker reported that it would be
wise to transfer large amounts in the checking ac-
count into a higher yield account to maximize earn-
ings for the association. She is still collecting ac-
count information and will contact Wachovia about
charges associated with moving funds. A draft
budget was distributed and committee chairs were
asked to review and comment on the draft. The
treasurer reported that the newsletter deliverers
were paid twice for the last newsletter delivery and
she will notify them of the mistake. It was noted
that the landscaping charges seem high and the
new facilities chair will be asked to review the con-
tract and solicit bids.

Committee Reports:

POOL COMMITTEE, Suzanne Haversack, Chair

Trustee Haversack reported that pool repairs are
underway. Several unforeseen problems (the
“shelf” in the baby pool had substandard concrete
and 800 sq feet of hollow area discovered beneath
the “well”) added to the cost of repairs. Repairs
and new equipment is still under budget. The
workers were turning off the lights in the parking
lot, which created problems with loitering after dark.
They were instructed to leave the lights on. Trus-
tee Haversack reported that the tile color could be
changed to a more modern dark blue color at a
cost of $4,000. Trustee Mathis made a motion to
get dark blue tiles at a cost of $4,000. The motion
was seconded and passed with Trustee McCullagh
abstaining. The sliding board purchase was in-
cluded in the cost of the contract. White coating
should be completed next week and Trustee

McCullagh requested that the pool company verify
that the water pressure is adequate to fill the pool
fast enough to assure that the curing process is not
compromised.

TRAFFIC, John Bertak, Chair

Trustee Bertak reported that he did not send out
any letters regarding speed bumps on Mt. Pleas-
ant. He will write a newsletter article for each issue
and he plans to send an email asking neighbors to
send him information if they observe speeding
commercial vehicles or other traffic problems.

ACCC, Jan MccCullagh, Chair

Ms. McCullagh did not attend the meeting, but
Trustee McCullagh reported that there was no sig-
nificant information to report from the last ACCC
meeting. Trustee McCullagh will work to get a rep-
resentative from the ACCC to report to the board.

FACILITIES, Paul Petit, Chair
No report.

SOCIAL, Susan Mathis, Chair

Trustee Mathis reported that she received 70 cook-
book orders. She decided to delay printing until
she could get more orders and add additional reci-
pes. The cookbooks should be printed this Spring.
The Santa visits and the holiday decorations con-
test are scheduled and emails will go out after
Thanksgiving. The “Winner” signs are stored at the
pool and Trustee McCullagh requested that they be
examined and if they are in poor condition they
might need to be refurbished.

SECURITY COMMITTEE, Richard Dengler, Chair
No report.

WEB COMMITTEE, David Hartley, Chair

Trustee Hartley reported that he picked up the pool
computer and dropped it off at Ms. Hughes’ house.
He suggested that Ms. Hughes join the Web Com-
mittee and take on some of the approval process.
Trustee Hartley is trying to create a web-based
data base of the community. Trustee Hartley con-
tinued to research the online management compa-
nies, but he now feels that we are doing a better
job than anything he has seen to date.

Old Business:

Ms. McCullagh submitted her

resignation as Chair of the ACCC effective Decem-
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

ber 1, 2005. Brian Dennis, Vice Chair is acting Chair
pending Committee vote on a new Chair. Trustee
Petit and Paul Petit have expressed interest in the
committee. They will consider joining the committee.
Signatory cards were completed and the treasurer,
vice president, president and executive board repre-
sentative are authorized to sign checks. MCA pro-
cedures require two signatures on every check.
Trustee McCullagh authorized Ms. Hughes to have
our attorney look into the home in bankruptcy and
take whatever legal action is authorized to collect
past due assessments. In addition, legal action will
be taken on any remaining past due 2005 assess-
ments. Trustee McCullagh reported that a check
recently received from a homeowner over an ACCC
fine will be returned to the homeowner because she
has been making repairs to the home. A board
member questioned the repairs and the ACCC will
be asked too verify that the repairs were made.

New Business:

Kate Levandosky, environmentalist with the Wash-
ington Council of Governments, invited the Montpe-
lier community to participate in the newly formed
Beaverdam Creek Watershed Watch Group. Mont-

pelier is on the edge of the headwaters of the water-
shed and the Beaverdam Creek is a healthy stream
with diverse plant and animal life. Montpelier is in-
vited to attend the December 6 meeting. More infor-
mation will be available in the newsletter.

The treasurer reported that she received the 2002-
2003 audit. Copies were distributed to the Presi-
dent, Treasurer and Assistant to the Board. She will
inquired about the 2003-2004 audit.

Trustee Bertak proposed to do a survey of driveway
lights in the neighborhood in an effort to encourage
homeowners to fix or install the lights.

Trustee McCullagh asked the board to consider
whether to continue the Make a Difference Award.
He will ask for comments at the next board meeting.
Comments from Attending Members:

The quality of the printing of the last newsletter was
discussed. The board authorized Ms. Hughes to
research new printing companies for the newsletter.
The next meeting will be held on the second
Tuesday of the month, December 13, 2005 at 6:45
at Deerfield Recreation Center, preschool room.
The motion was made and seconded to adjourn at
8:42 P.M. The motion passed unanimously.

November 2005

Members Present: Jeri Witt, Brian Dennis, Thomas
Jaehnigen, Curt Davies, Mark Chandler

Members Absent: Jan McCullagh, Ron Lenart,
Dave Friel

Guests: Diana Sowle and Carmen Booker

The Meeting was held at Deerfield Run Community
Center. The meeting started at 7:15PM.

The September meeting notes were read and ap-
proved. The October Meeting was cancelled.

Old Business

1. 12815 Fernwood — to call attorney to see if the
current violations/fines have been processed.

2. 8706 Oxwell — Write to Mr. Harkins and tell him
that the ACCC will not pursue the assisted living
home.

3. 9219 Twin Hill — Red Shed letter should be writ-
ten stating that a signed contract must be submitted
to the committee for review with a date when the
shed will be painted or a fine will be imposed retro-
active to June 2005.

4. 9302 Montpelier Dr. House numbers Jeri and
Jan will stop by the house and try to get the owner
to understand that they must have house numbers.
5. Quarterly Review: Curt and Mark completed

the 3™ quarter survey. The list was sent to each
member for review. It was not entered into the
spread sheet.

New Business

1. 8709 Eastbourne — two sheds have both been up
for sometime. One is larger than allowed. Thomas
will contact the complaining homeowner to see if
either of the sheds is new. The homeowner said
both sheds are old.

2. 8704 Graystone — The chain link/wooden fence
follows MCA guidelines.

3. 12500 Ivory Pass — The owner was contacted
about parking cars on the grass.

4. 12501 Raven Way — Owner wants to fence too
far in front of house on sides (corner lot). Owner
was allowed to come out 8 feet.

5. 12339 Shadetree Lane - Request for fence on
corner lot. Owner was given an extended 8 feet
from corner of the house.

6. Survey for boat storage is required. One was
parked on Shadetree.

7. $50.00 donation was approved to send to the
Hospice concerning Dave Friel's wife Bonnie’s
passing.

8. Diane Sowle expressed interest in joining the
ACCC.

Meeting adjourned at 9:05pm.
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INCOME 2005 2006
Assessment Income $160,525.24 $170,275.00
Extended Family Fees $1,450.00
Guest Pool Passes $2,148.93 $2,000.00
Late Fees $291.85
Newsletter Advertising $4,374.00 $4,375.00
Resale Package $550.00
Interest $1,795.89 $1,500.00
ACC Fines $100.00
Attorney Fees Collected $270.00
Donations $775.00
Governing Documents $415.00
Lien Payoff $1,358.37
MCA Swim Team $595.00
Operating Income $9,294.39
TOTAL INCOME $183,943.67 $178,150.00
EXPENSES 2005 2006  Total by Category
Reserve Fund (10 %) $16,100.00 $16,100.00 $17,027.50 $17,027.50
OPERATING
Postage $401.09 $500.00
Nlc_awspaper Delivery - Criscu- $525.00 $600.00
oli
Newspaper Delivery - Shoup $525.00 $600.00
Plastic Newsletter Bags $54.39 $100.00
Cochran Printing $4,818.35 $6,000.00
Annual Meeting Rental - $100.00 $150.00
Capitol College
Estate Tax $77.00 $100.00
Lawyer - Corinne Rosen $2,766.20 $3,000.00
Quickbooks Subscription $300.00 $300.00
Accountant $2,300.00 $2,500.00
Insruance $15,585.00 $16,000.00
Mary Hughes $10,126.68 $12,000.00 $41,850.00
POOL
Community Pool System $38,340.00 $38,340.00
Pool Repair $61,852.05 $25,000.00
Replace Pool Furniture $2,500.00
Repairs during 2005 $4,657.13

10
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Pool Entry System - Hartley $1,300.00

Pool Supplies - McCullagh $1,300.00

Pool Supplies - Witt $72.89

Pool Umbrellas - McCullagh $470.49

Pool Maintenance, Repairs $107,992.56 $2,500.00 $68,340.00
SOCIAL

Social Activities $2,000.00

Easter Egg Hunt $37.83

Pool Pary $200.89

Santa Suits $323.66 $562.38 $2,000.00
UTILITIES

Telephone $479.08 $500.00

Gas $219.83 $400.00

Electric $4,398.68 $5,000.00

Water $5,144.24 $6,000.00

Waste Removal (Allied) $1,586.98 $2,000.00

Web Host $300.00 $12,128.81 $300.00 $14,200.00
UPKEEP

Gate Lock/Unlock Shoup $739.27 $1,300.00

Court Cleaning Criscuoli $950.72 $1,144.00

Lawn Service $13,545.59 $14,000.00

Playground Repair $744.00 $15,979.58 $500.00 $16,944.00
MISC

Boy Scouts $659.00

Expenses - Johns $70.56

Mail Newsletters Chatnumck $21.20

Medina Landscapring $750.00

Metal Box - Dengler $256.81

Owens Plumbing $1,300.00

Postage DSL Hartley $27.91

Postage Hartley $80.52

Postmaster $100.00

R.L. Thomas $623.05

Sign A Rama $174.83

Stone & Tile World $235.00

Yard Sale Ad - Witt $89.18 $4,388.06 Uncommitted $17,788.50
Carry over Reserve $26,628.28 $26,628.28

TOTALS $183,943.67 $178,150.00
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Residents need to be aware that car jackings have
increased recently. Most of these happened at
night in gas stations while the owner was filling the
gas tank. Avoid buying gas at night if at all possi-
ble. If you must get gas, be aware of your sur-
roundings and go to a station that is well populated
with other customers, take the keys out of the igni-
tion, lockthe door and put the keys in your pocket
or out of sight.

Residents are also reminded that leaving a ve-
hicle® engine running or unattended and with
keys in the ignition carries a fine of $50.00 and
up to one point on a driver@ license in Mary-
land. Now is the time of year when people begin
warming up their vehicles on cold mornings and
this seemingly harmless habit creates a perfect
opportunity for car thieves.

Area police agencies have combined forces to
combat auto theft in the region by working together
as part of the Washington Area Vehicle Enforce-
ment (WAVE) team. The county also initiated a
program, “Lock It & Pocket” to educate residents in
ways to prevent car theft..

Lock-It & Pocket brochures are available at all dis-
trict stations and Community Service Area offices.
Citizens and residents who want to arrange a com-
munity meeting to learn more about how to protect
themselves from auto theft should call Lt. Christine
Cox, Citizen Services Manager, at 301-772-4420.
Meeting attendees who sign up for the Maryland
Watch Your Car program get a free anti-auto theft
device.

Neighbors have been

complaining about

scams and people

knocking on the door at

odd hours. The Security

Committee recommends

using NO SOLICITING/

NO TRESPASSING

signs for this problem.

Full color, printable signs are also available

FREE on the web at www.printfree.com. For

those without access to the internet or a printer,

cut out the sign provided here and tape it to
your door.

Richard Dengler, Chair
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About 48 children are signed up to recieve visits

from three Santas on Thursday and Friday nights ~ We will be going caroling Sunday night from 5:00-
(we had to chage some to Friday to accomodate 7:00 (or when we're done). More details on how
one on the Santa's schedules). Each child will re-  that went next month.

cieve a candy cane and a handmade, customized

ornament with his name on it. Many thanks to our Holiday decorations will be judged Monday, De-
Santas: Joe Criscoulli, James Mathis and Richard cember 19 and winners will be listed in the January
Rewalt. Also, many thanks to Sandy Martin and newsletter.

Darlene Finke for helping create the beautiful orna- Susan Mathis, Chair
ments.

Congratulations to the

WINNERS
OF THE
2005 MONTPELIER
HOLIDAY LIGHTING CONTEST

Most Outrageous—12204 Barclay
Most Youthful—12311 Mt. Pleasant and 9216 Lawnview
Best Religous—9818 Twin Hill
Best Doorway—9203 Lawnview
Most Original—12234 Shadetree
Best Overall—8757 Oxwell Lane
Continuing Excellence—8707 Crystal Rock

Honorable Mentions go out to:

12208 Mt. Pleasant 9205 Montpelier
9214 Twin Hill 8702 Royal Ridge
12804 Fernwood 8909 Eastbourne
12806 Silverburch 8800 Montpelier
12403 Radnor 8704 Crystal Rock

It was both a challenge and a privilege to be part of this year's judging. Many thanks to my fellow judges
Mary Lou Burgett and Diane Richardson.

Susan Mathis
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Montpelier Residents are encouraged to join!

Beaverdam Creek Watershed: An Urban Oasis Worth Protecting

Eagles, herons, otters and orchids are right in your
backyard. Beaverdam Creek, one of the healthiest
streams in the area, is home to a diverse array of
plant and animal species. Beginning at the eastern
end of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center
(BARC), Beaverdam Creek flows for five miles before
joining Indian Creek west of Edmonston Road and
eventually flowing into the Anacostia River. All of the
land that drains into Beaverdam Creek makes up the
Beaverdam Creek watershed, which extends north to
Muirkirk and Laurel-Bowie Roads, south to Greenbelt
Road, east to Old Laurel-Bowie Road and west to Ed-
monston Road. The healthiest subwatershed of the
Anacostia River, the Beaverdam Creek watershed is
unique as it is largely federally owned (with most of
the land operated as BARC and NASA Goddard) and
the majority of the land in the watershed is forested
(61%) or used for agriculture (17%).

A group of citizens from Laurel, Beltsville and Green-
belt have begun to form a group devoted to protect-
ing, promoting and restoring the water quality, natural
habitat and ecological well-being of the Beaverdam
Creek watershed. This group, dubbed the Beaverdam
Creek Watershed Watch Group (BCWWG), was
started this summer by Susan Barnett and Mi Ae Kim
of Greenbelt, Maryland. Barnett and Kim, with the
help of the Anacostia Watershed Citizens Advisory

Committee (a group which is trying to promote the
creation of watershed advocacy groups in each major
subwatershed of the Anacostia River) and the Metro-
politan Washington Council of Governments, hosted a
number of events this fall aimed at cleaning up the
watershed and educating residents about the natural
history and health of this unique stream system.

The BCWWG held its first official meeting on Decem-
ber 6, 2005 at the Greenbelt Library. The group plans
on holding a number of fun educational events this
winter and spring, including a biodiesel bus tour of the
Beltsville Agricultural Research Center in February
and possibly a watershed bike ride and guided stream
walk in the spring. The Beaverdam Creek Watershed
Watch Group will meet the third Tuesday of every
month from 7-9 pm, with the next couple of meetings
held at the Greenbelt Library.

If you are interested in learning more about this
unique and precious stream system and discovering
how you can take steps to protect this resource,
please join the Beaverdam Creek Watershed Watch
Group at its next meeting on January 17" at the
Greenbelt Library from 7-9 pm. Contact Susan Barnett
(301-474-7465), Mi Ae Kim (301-441-2770) or Kate
Levendosky (202-962-3374) for more information
about this new group and its upcoming events.
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Project No:

Framingham Jamestown Gramercy Eton Date Received:

Letter Sent:

P #

Describe the alteration in detail. Information about dimensions, materials, and design will help expedite your request. In-
clude any statement of special circumstances that may require deviation from established and published guidelines.

$ !
Note (1) % $ ! & '
Note (2) $ ! ‘
( # &
") $ ! $ %580 * !
Signature of requester
!
Name (Print) Address Concur/Non-concur Signature
Name (Print) Address Concur/Non-concur Signature
Name (Print) Address Concur/Non-concur Signature
Name (Print) Address Concur/Non-concur Signature
$ & ! + * & $ ! !
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Revised 0504
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HOUSE NUMBERS

Effective May 1, 2005 fines will be assessed for BOATS MUST BE IN

failure to display clear house numbers on Montpe- STORAGE
lier homes. The Montpelier Community Associa-
tion Governing Documents state:

Boats cannot be stored or parked on your
property from November 1% through April 30"

Section 4.
...House numbers shall be
prominently displayed on each Lot.

The house numbers should be readable by anyone
driving along our streets during the daylight hours.

Covenants are enforced and fines are levied

CONSTRUCTION, ADDITIONS OR and collected. If you are planning changes to the

ALTERATIONS REQUIRE PRIOR exterior of your home, first fill out the ACCC Ap-
APPROVAL proval Request Form located in every Montpelier

Today newsletter and on-line at

) . ) www.montpelieronline.org. Submit the form to:
Montpelier home shall be made without prior ap-

proval (see approval form on preceding page) MCA

from the Architectural Control & Compliance Com- ATTN: Architectural Control & Compliance
mittee. This includes FENCE, SHED and SATEL- Committee (ACCC)

LITE DISH installation.  All exterior colors and P.O. Box 2503

materials shall blend harmoniously with the Laurel, MD 20709

neighboring dwellings. Proceeding without prior
approval shall constitute a covenant violation sub-

) . L The ACCC meets on the first Thursday of every
ject to enforcement, including fines.

month at Deerfield Community Center.

JOMN w av

. T #9 1 # & 7 6 i
PURCHASE A RESALE PACKAGE!
MARYLAND LAW REQUIRES THAT SELLERS PROVIDE A RESALE PACKAGE TO NEW OWNERS.

The Resale Package contains a copy of the Failureto do so can void sale of the home.
Association's governing documents/bylaws, the
most current financial statement, an MCA Resale Packages can be obtained by sending a
membership affidavit form, a copy of the most requestand check for $25.00 to:
recent newsletter, notice of any lawsuits pending
against MCA and a cover letter from the MCA MCA
President about Montpelier. P.O. Box 2503
Laurel, MD 20709-2503.
It is the responsibility of the seller to obtain this
Resale Package, either directly or through a real You may also contact Dawn Puma at 301-776-
estate agent. 7947 to request a resale package.
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Montpelier Cultural Arts Center

12826 Laurel-Bowie Road, Laurel, MD 20708

301-953-1993; TTY 301-490-2329

Gallery Hours: 10 am-5 pm, seven days a week

JANUARY

Friday, January 6 - Wednesday, January 25

All Hung Exhibition (In all 3 galleries)
The Biennial All Hung Exhibition is opento al art-
ists over the age of 18. One art work per artist is
accepted from 9am-8pm and all is hung until all
three galleries are full. There will be areception to
honor the participating artists on Friday, January 6

John Beckley

Worksin bronze and other mediainspired by Afri-
can masks and his childhood neighborsin Washing-
ton, DC.

Gallery Talk by the Artist: Friday, February 10, 6:30
pm Reception: Friday, February 10, 7:30-9 pm

Sunday, February 5- Wednesday, March 29

from 7-9 pm.

FEBRUARY

Main Gallery

Friday, February 3- Saturday, February 25

Library Gallery

Kenneth Warwick, Grid Drawings. De-
fining Light
Abstract graphite and charcoal drawings by aMary-

. land artist. Reception: Sunday, March 5, 2-4 pm.
Monumentsto Memories, Sculpture by

Laurel, MD 20708

Route 197 and Muirkirk Road

Sundays, 1 & 2 pm

Montpelier Mansion Tours
Visit the mansion and see it deco-
rated and furnished in 1830s pe-
riod, many pieces origina to the
Snowden family, builders of the
house in the 1780s. View our ex-
hibit, "Rub the Oils and Strew the
Powders-The Legacy of European
Herbs in Early American Medicine
and Cuisine” A collaborative ef-
fort between the National Agricul-
tural Library and Montpelier Man-
sion, this exhibit features images
from the Library's Rare Book Col-
lection. Featured are prints from
the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries,
aswell as afascinating look at how

the common dandelion has been
regarded throughout the ages.
Fee: $3/adults, $2/seniors, $1 ages
5-18, FREE/ages 4 & under
Information: 301-953-1376; TTY-
301-699-2544

Saturday, February 25, 10 am-12
noon

Hands-On History Day
High School and Middle School
Students will learn about enslaved
and free African American children
in early Maryland on this in-depth
tour of Montpelier Mansion. Reser-
vations required. $5.00 per child.

Sunday, February 26, 2 pm
George Washington Musicale
Bedlam, a musical group playing
18th century music on traditional
instruments, will entertain, then
Kate Stevenson will portray Abi-
gail Adams, a visitor to Montpelier
Mansion.

Reservations required. FREE
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HIGH HEATING/

COOLING BILLS FIXED For those residents with
high energy bills, we

wiTH DUCT TAPE!
recommend checking

! for and, if necessary,
$  w& sealing 2 possible criti-
cal heating system air
leaks. We recommend
this because our last 2
gas bills were lower
than the lowest we've seen reported so far for our model,
even though we pay extra to operate a gas light, and our
windows, storm windows, doors and siding are Levitt
originals.

(&

Leak #1. We found that the return air duct that runs
from the grilled ceiling opening across the attic to the
down-duct running to the furnace air intake was not
sealed to the down-duct. If your house has that problem,
it may well be a cause of excessive heating bills in cold
weather. The leak lets frigid attic air be sucked into the
furnace when the blower is on and lets warm house air
escape into the attic when the blower is off.

We easily fixed that leak, with a bit of duct tape and with
a small piece of flexible plastic where the gap was a little
wider than the tape. The leak costs money throughout the
heating and cooling year, but it has the most impact in
very cold weather because of the greater temperature
difference between the attic and the house. When we
fixed that seal, we also checked the integrity of the whole
return duct, which had no problems, and we stacked extra
fiber-glass insulation strips along the sides of the duct and
placed a bit on top (but not so much that it would cause
the duct to sag) in order to further insulate the returning
air from the attic temperature.

Leak #2. We also found that the sheet-metal air duct
openings to our second floor registers were mechanically
anchored with a nail, but there were unsealed gaps be-
tween the sheet metal and the wooden register open-
ings. Part of the heated (and air-conditioned) air was
leaking out to the floor joists instead of blowing into the
room registers. Again, the fix was just a little bit of duct
tape from the sheet metal to the wood frames of the regis-
ter openings. This leak will also be most costly in extreme
cold or hot weather, and it will affect room comfort and
room temperature balance, which several residents re-
cently expressed concern about.

Air duct and room register balancing also affect cost
and comfort. Ten years ago, we replaced our heating
and cooling system, and the replacement immediately
had problems that the installer couldn®fix. We called the
manufacturer, Carrier Corp., which promptly sent an engi-
neer to our house. The engineer quickly and correctly
traced the problems to incorrect air duct and room regis-
ter balancing, which needed to be quite different for the
new system® faster moving air, hotter heated air and
colder chilled air.

To help reduce cost and improve comfort, you may want
to rebalance your system following the steps below rec-
ommended by Carrier, if only because mis-adjustments
accumulate over time. (The air leaks described above, if
present, should be sealed first). The objective is to com-
pensate for the drop in hot air temperature (or rise in cold
air temperature) as air flows to rooms further away from
the furnace, and for the tendency of hot air to rise (and
chilled air to fall).

First, allow FREE system airflow throughout the house B

1. Open fully ALL of the registers in the house.

2. In 2-story models, open fully the damper on the
outflow duct from the furnace that feeds air to the
second floor registers, and center the divider
damper on that duct that lets you apportion the
2nd floor air flow between the front and the rear
rooms.

3. Let the furnace run at your preferred temperature
setting for a couple of hours to let the system
reach equilibrium.

Second, follow the steps below to rebalance the system
b
1. In SMALL increments, PARTIALLY close regis-
ters in the hottest rooms (which should be the
ones closest to the furnace or the smallest).
2. Let the system reach equilibrium and gradually
make SMALL further adjustments as necessary.
3. BE CERTAIN THAT SEVERAL REGISTERS
REMAIN FULLY OPEN WHEN YOU ARE
DONE, so that you do not obstruct air flow
through the furnace, which can cause furnace
overheating and trigger intermittent automatic
shut-downs, slow warm-up of the house and
added gas cost. Few, if any, registers should be
fully shut.
4. If carefully done, the process should produce
uniform temperatures in the house.

Third, expect SMALL imbalances to occur in extreme
weather conditions. If you make compensating register
adjustments then, be sure to return the registers to the
normal-weather settings afterward --- but you may decide
that it® easier to just put on a sweater on those few days.

Fourth, re-adjust the system as necessary when you
switch over to summer air conditioning, when you must
direct more air to the second floor than to the first. This is
necessary to compensate for the fact that cool (heavier)
air falls and warm (lighter) air rises. With the original fur-
nace, we used to only use the damper on the duct that
feeds the second floor to make most of the seasonal ad-
justment. However, since installing the new system,
which is more efficient at pushing air to the second floor,
we find it better to leave that damper fully open year-
round and just re-set a couple of key registers on both
floors when switching between heating and air condition-

(Continued on page 20)
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January 2006

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 92 paces | 3 4 5 6 7 Laurel Ml Play-
S = - Fae
ﬂ”j’”\\—\m ‘ 301 617-9906
American Legion
oy a9 10 11 12 13 14 Lt i
anth—$6 MCA Bd Mg 6 Degrees of
2 Main Street 6:45 PM Separation
8:00- 11:.00am 3016179906 -
15 16 mxx |17 18 19 20 21 \airee o0
Birthday Observed 15and 22
PGCPS
Closed
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 You should have received your annual assessment

and affidavit by now.

If not, call 240 938-1995 and
leave your name and address.

February 2006

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 3 4
ACCC My
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
| American Legion
danyeey 13 14 15 16 17 reoes|18
Month—$6 MCA Bd Mg _ Closed
i 500- 1200 CABPM | Neweleter Deacine Ll
Play
19 20, - 21 22 23 24 %Ngi %ﬁ/ 2 :ggg;,?
PGCPS Closed Vetinees Jan mr:er
26 and Merch
5
26 Gwmscael | 2 28
Montpelier
Mansion
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Helping Hands are younger residents of Montpelier willing to work for other

- residents at hourly or fixed rates arranged between you and the helper. There is
) no charge for a “Helping Hands” listing.

ODD JOBS BABYSITTERS

Name ‘ Phone ‘ Age ‘ Jobs Name Phone Age

LA

(Continued from page 18)

ing.

Finally, when winter activities such as using the
fireplace or using a lamp close to the thermostat
temporarily raise the temperature at the thermostat
and cause the rest of the house to get cold, we just
raise the thermostat setting temporarily instead of
trying to compensate by re-setting the registers and
thereby messing up their balance. (Be sure that
your fireplace damper is closed when you're not
using it; glass doors on the fireplace are also helpful
for reducing warm air loss.)

Fixing these two leaks, if they are present in your
house, will take very little time and practically no
money, but may result in significant savings and im-
proved comfort (as will optimizing your duct and regis-
ter balance). HH# " $

We most sincerely hope that some (or many) of you
will find these suggestions helpful.
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Lucille Young - Owner

3 Celebrate with flowers. Request unique ideas such as

Comfort Baskets filed with treats, fruits and flowers for someone at

home or work. Floral Tea Cup Creations, Small Bouquets and
Ikebana are unique and give great pleasure.

CUSTOMIZED FLOWERS FOR EVERY OCCASION
Open House, Get Well, Thank You, Religious, Graduations, New
Business, Seminars, Conferences, Presentation

Bouquets, School Events

WEDDINGS -Full wedding service including delivery and set up
at your location

CELEBRATIONS - Births, Birthdays, Engagements, Gradua-

$

FUNERALS - Altar Flowers, Casket Spray, Cross, £
Easel Spray, Wreaths and Comfort Baskets

25 Years Experience in {

Specialized Design

Phone/Fax: 301-776-2355
Email: %R #

WSSD #71122

MD 24148

We charge by the job,
not by the hour!

24 Hour Service
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rnTﬂl“‘“’ SERVICES & ROOFING SYSTENS

Placing your Home I mprovement needsin good
hands for over 30 years!!!

We specialize in Roofing, Siding, Windows, Kitchens,
Bathrooms and Home Additions.
Family owned and a name you can trust!

i I
Call for a Free Estimatel!! Bonded
Licensed

Office (301) 656-3188 Insured

References Available

Cdl (301) 356-3297 MHIC # 10429
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COMPLETE,

SERVICE FOR
LANDSCAPE
and LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Mowing, Edging, Trimming %

Fertilizer application

Weed Control

Aerification

Overseeding

Detachment

Sod Installation <§

WWWWwwWwww

%
%Ign - n 2 6 5" *
Planting
Mulching
Pruning

wWwww

Alex Medina, President Office:

9016 Hance PI.
Laurel, MD Cell: @

Licensed & Insured

!II
I #% % &
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